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From Some Editorial Notes:
Of Utmost Importance to You.-The coming meeting of

the State Society at the Potter Hotel, Santa Barbara,
April 14, 15, and 16, will be in many ways the most im-
portant session ever held. Problems of the widest range
and of the deepest importance of any ever confronting us
will come up for discussion and for action. And we must
meet them and settle them in some way; the duty cannot
be shirked or put over, and a general line of policy must
be adopted which can be followed by the Council and the
officers in their conduct of the work during the year. Every
delegate should attend, even if at some personal sacrifice
of time and money on his part, and every county unit should
see to it that delegates are elected who will surely attend
the meeting and transact the work which will be presented.
It is not fair for a county to fail of representation and then
kick at what may be done; the time to kick is right there
at the meeting of the House of Delegates, and possibly the
delegate from the smallest unit may have just the right
suggestion to make in regard to some pending matter. Cer-
tainly, he should be there and express his views. This is no
time in which to think of personal jealousies or little differ-
ences of opinion; changes have come and great changes
are coming within the next few years, and we must recog-
nize that fact and meet the changes that are here and get
ready for those that will be with us before we know it. . ..
There is every reason to believe that we can work these

things out so as to do justice to everybody concerned; but
we cannot do it if you just sit back and kick at what is.

If t If

Our only Hope.-The only hope for holding up the medi-
cal profession and medical conditions in this state today
is in holding up and increasing the strength of the State
Medical Society. As the Journal said two or three years
ago, the time will come (it has almost come now) when
membership in the State Society will have to take the place
of the official license to practice....

f f f

Medical Defense.-We must recognize the fact' and be
prepared for it, that the number of suits for alleged mal-
practice will increase very largely in the near future-in
fact is already on the increase. There are a number of
reasons why this should be so. More people who are hurt
will be treated by physicians; the injured person may not
sue the employer and so many unscrupulous lawyers will
be deprived of these "contingent fee" cases. There is left
only one person who may be sued-the physician; and the
same sort of cheap and scaly lawyer who would incite the
patient to sue the employer will turn his attention to start-
ing a suit against the doctor....

f f f

The Accidentt Instirance Situation.-Representatives of
the State Society, the San Francisco County Society, the
State Commission, and of several insurance companies,
have had a number of long conferences during the last
month and have come to a better understanding of the case
and to a tentative agreement that seems to offer a clearing
up, to a great extent, of many of the apparent difficulties....
A word of caution to our county medical societies. Do

not pass resolutions of an arbitrary and pugilistic nature;
(Continued in Front Advertising Section, Page 15)

t This column strives to mirror the work and aims of
colleagues who bore the brunt of Association activities some
twenty-flve years ago. It is hoped that such presentation
will be of Interest to both old and new members.
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News
"Superior Judge Martin I. Welsh today heard oral argu-

ments on a petition for a writ of mandate, which, if issued,
will serve to force the California Board of Education to
certify osteopathic physicians and surgeons as school health
supervisors. The writ is sought by Dr. Edward William
Jordt, thirty-eight, to force his appointment as supervisor
of health and development in the Anderson Valley Union
High School at Booneville, Mendocino County. The pe-
tition for the writ was filed by Attorney John L. Brannely.
Deputy Attorney (General) Ralph Cowing presented argu-
ments for the Board of Education. Brannely contends the
Board's policy in restricting the appointment of school phy-
sicians to medical doctors certified by the California State
Board of Medical Examiners is discriminatory. Judge
Welsh indicated he will ask both attorneys to file briefs
in support of their arguments." (Sacramento Bee, March 3,
1939.)

"Legal action, compelling, if sustained by the courts,
recognition of osteopaths and chiropractors on the panel of
the health plan of the City Health Service was threatened
today. David T. Jones, representing the Affiliated Chiro-
practors of California, said that Attorney Newell Hooey
would take what legal action he deemed necessary.... The
threatened legal action is based, according to Jones, on the
contention that the plan when voted in, gave the right to
a choice by the employee. . . ." (San Francisco Call-
Bulletin, February 16, 1939.)

"Complaint that the Health Service Board has refused
chiropractors equal consideration with physicians and sur-
geons in San Francisco's group health insurance program
for employees and their dependents was contained in a
Superior Court suit on file today by Dr. Lloyd H. Garrison,
chiropractor. Doctor Garrison asked a writ of mandate
to compel the Board to include chiropractors in the so-
called plan No. 1. A supplemental, separate suit was filed
by Muriel M. S. Pettit, a city employee, asking for the
right to receive chiropractic treatment either under plan
No. 1 or under a separate plan without discrimination."
(Oakland Tribune, March 8, 1939.)

"Felony charges will be issued against anyone caught
attempting to influence the Superior Court jury trying
Dr. T. Maud Ramer on charges of performing an illegal
operation, Judge Edward J. Kelly warned from the bench
yesterday. It was the second time during the six days of
the trial that Judge Kelly had issued stringent admonitions
to spectators and interested persons. On the first occasion
a typewritten slip containing propaganda favoring birth
control had been turned over to the judge by jurors who
found it in a wash basin in a rest room. Judge Kelly said
investigators for the district attorney's office were seeking
the persons who left the paper and that they would be
prosecuted if discovered. Charges that a medical examiner
had threatened to 'bankrupt' her prior to the time of her
arrest were made by Doctor Ramer during argument over
the appointment of the expert witnesses after the jury had
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